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Disruptions and Deserts 
Ezekiel 20.35-36 
 
Introduction: 
 
Missionary from Zambia 
Helplessness vs. Control 
 
 
 
This moment is an uncomfortable disruption.  Disruptions reveal things that are rumbling 
around in our hearts and mind. 
 
C.S. Lewis’ Disruption: 
 
 
 
From the rational point of view, what new factor has [my wife’s] death introduced into the 
problem of the universe? What grounds has it given me for doubting all that I believe? I knew 
already that these things, and worse, happened daily. I would have said that I had taken them 
into account. I had been warned — I had warned myself — not to reckon on worldly happiness. 
We were even promised sufferings. They were part of the programme. We were even told 
‘Blessed are they that mourn’ and I accepted it. I’ve got nothing that I hadn’t bargained for. Of 
course it is different when the thing happens to oneself, not to others, and in reality, not in 
imagination. Yes; but should it, for a sane man, make quite such a difference as this? No. And it 
wouldn’t for a man whose faith had been real faith and whose concern for other people’s 
sorrows had been real concern. The case is too plain. If my house has collapsed at one blow, 
that is because it was a house of cards. The faith which ‘took these things into account’ was not 
faith but imagination. The taking them into account was not real sympathy. If I had really cared, 
as I thought I did, about the sorrows of the world, I should not have been so overwhelmed when 
my own sorrow came. It has been an imaginary faith playing with innocuous counters labelled 
‘Illness’, ‘Pain’, ‘Death’ and ‘Loneliness’. I thought I trusted the rope until it mattered to me 
whether it would bear me. Now it matters, and I find I didn’t. 
 
A Grief Observed, Chapter 3  http://www.samizdat.qc.ca/arts/lit/PDFs/GriefObserved_CSL.pdf 
 
 
Disruptions reveal things in us and about us. 
 
 
 
 



Israel’s Disruption: 
Ezekiel 20:35-36 
 
Two details… 
a) New King James is a clearer interpretation of some complicated Hebrew 
 
b)  Ezekiel’s audience were the people of God.  They knew God, had the Temple and the 
Scriptures and  deep history and tradition of relying on God for salvation.  But…  They had 
become so accustomed to this relationship; it had become so fundamental to their identity it 
had become assumed.  It had drifted into the background of their focus as they went about their 
own plans and pursuits. 
 
Ezek. 20:35-37 NKJ 

35 "And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will plead My case 
with you face to face.  36 "Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness 
of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you," says the Lord GOD.   

 
Israel’s disruption would come through national defeat, destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple, exile. 
 
God wanted to meet them in the ‘desert’ of their disruption and make his appeal. 
 
Our Disruptive Moment: 
1.  The world is full of wonderful things that, if we are not mindful, become distractions and 

excuses to not listen to God. 
 
2. God has a documented history of using disruptions, of bringing us to desert places to plead 

His case with us.   
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Conclusion: 
Desert Diary 


